
Worship Plan for Sunday, September 26, 2021 
18th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for 
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, 
and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with 
Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty 
God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through 
faith. 
Amen. 

GATHERING SONG Let Us Break Bread Together –ELW 471 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GsSSPT0HdKc 
1. Let us break bread together on our knees;  
let us break bread together on our knees. 

Refrain: When I fall on my knees,  
with my face to the rising sun,  
O Lord, have mercy on me. 

2. Let us drink wine together on our knees;  
let us drink wine together on our knees. (Refrain) 

3. Let us praise God together on our knees;  
let us praise God together on our knees. (Refrain) 

 
GREETING 
Welcome in the name of Christ.  God’s grace, mercy, and peace be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  God of love, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to overcome them; 
keep us from those things that harm us; and guide us in the way of salvation; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 
 
 



FIRST READING: Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29 
A reading from Numbers. 
4The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites also wept again, and said, “If only we 
had meat to eat! 5We remember the fish we used to eat in Egypt for nothing, the cucumbers, the melons, 
the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; 6but now our strength is dried up, and there is nothing at all but this 
manna to look at.” 
  10Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, all at the entrances of their tents. Then 
the LORD became very angry, and Moses was displeased. 11So Moses said to the LORD, “Why have you 
treated your servant so badly? Why have I not found favor in your sight, that you lay the burden of all 
this people on me? 12Did I conceive all this people? Did I give birth to them, that you should say to me, 
‘Carry them in your bosom, as a nurse carries a sucking child, to the land that you promised on oath to 
their ancestors’? 13Where am I to get meat to give to all this people? For they come weeping to me and 
say, ‘Give us meat to eat!’ 14I am not able to carry all this people alone, for they are too heavy for me. 
15If this is the way you are going to treat me, put me to death at once—if I have found favor in your 
sight—and do not let me see my misery.” 
  16So the LORD said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy of the elders of Israel, whom you know to be 
the elders of the people and officers over them; bring them to the tent of meeting, and have them take 
their place there with you.” 
  24So Moses went out and told the people the words of the LORD; and he gathered seventy elders of 
the people, and placed them all around the tent. 25Then the LORD came down in the cloud and spoke to 
him, and took some of the spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders; and when the spirit 
rested upon them, they prophesied. But they did not do so again. 
  26Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad, and the spirit 
rested on them; they were among those registered, but they had not gone out to the tent, and so they 
prophesied in the camp. 27And a young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in 
the camp.” 28And Joshua son of Nun, the assistant of Moses, one of his chosen men, said, “My lord 
Moses, stop them!” 29But Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the LORD‘s 
people were prophets, and that the LORD would put his spirit on them!” 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

PSALM: Psalm 19:7-14 
The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives 
wisdom to the simple. 
The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; the commandment of the LORD is clear 
and gives light to the eyes. 
The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous 
altogether. 
More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, sweeter far than honey, than 
honey in the comb. 
By them also is your servant enlightened, and in keeping them there is great reward. 
Who can detect one’s own offenses? Cleanse me from my secret faults. 
Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over me; then shall I 
be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O LORD, 
my strength and my redeemer. 
 
SECOND READING: James 5:13-20 
A reading from James. 
13Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. 
14Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them pray over them, 
anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. 15The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord 
will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. 16Therefore confess your sins 



to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is 
powerful and effective. 17Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed fervently that it might not 
rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. 18Then he prayed again, and the 
heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest. 
19My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is brought back by another, 
20you should know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering will save the sinner’s soul from 
death and will cover a multitude of sins. 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word. 
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred. 
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring. 

GOSPEL: Mark 9:38-50 
The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
38John said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to 
stop him, because he was not following us.” 39But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one who does a 
deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. 40Whoever is not against us 
is for us. 41For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of 
Christ will by no means lose the reward. 
42“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it would be 
better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown into the sea. 43If 
your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to have two 
hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. 45And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it 
is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. 47And if your eye 
causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to 
have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, 48where their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched. 
  49“For everyone will be salted with fire. 50Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can you 
season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
MESSAGE 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY Be Thou My Vision – ELW 793 - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jIMhshpf0Y4 
1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
naught be all else to me, save that thou art: 
thou my best thought both by day and by night, 
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 

2 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord. 
Thou my soul's shelter, and thou my high tow'r, 
raise thou me heav'n ward, O Pow'r of my pow'r. 

3 Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise, 
thou mine inheritance, now and always: 
thou and thou only,the first in my heart, 
great God of heaven, my treasure thou art. 

4 Light of my soul, after victory won, 
may I reach heaven’s joys, O heaven’s Sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

 
 
CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 



On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

Sovereign God, in your wisdom, you have created the church. May we work together as members of 
one body, using the gifts and abilities you have given us to faithfully love and serve one another.  Lord, 
in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Creative God, we pray for natural wonders of your creation, the Willamette and Columbia Rivers, 
Silver Falls, Mill Creek and our majestic Cascade Range. Restore damaged forests, waterways and 
natural habitats and lead us to be good stewards of what you have provided. Lord, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 
 
God of wisdom, we pray for those holding authority. Give them wise minds and compassionate hearts. 
Strengthen in them a desire to protect the vulnerable and care for those underserved. Especially do we 
pray for President Biden, Gov. Brown, Mayor Bennett, those serving in the legislature, NS on the 
School Boards and City Councils of our local area. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of compassion, we pray for those who are struggling with cancer, dementia, Covid 19 or any other 
illness. Provide them with peace and resilience for the days ahead. Sustain caregivers and medical staff 
with energy and patience. We lift up those in our own community like (other intercessions made).... 
 
Those in Need of Healing: 
Jack Johnson --- Linda - Diane Hawkins’s sister,  
Sharon Reynolds --- Kathy Moredock,  
Miles & Stephanie's daughter Lucy --- Josie and Lois, Friends of Mary  
Rev. Elwin Bergstrasser --- Mary Michener & her daughter  
Julie -- Eleanor Norman 
Anna Christie ---  Gary Drager 
Cora Lee --- Jamie Sauer 
Paul --- Chuck's brother Don  
Nancy Ostrem – Jeff Bock 
Hunter Baker, Student of Kelsey Hallin. 
Jeff & Lorraine Bock at the loss of Lorraine's sister, Eileen.   
Communities affected by fire, flood, earthquake, tornado and heat. 
Small business owners during COVID. 
Shut-ins experiencing loneliness.   
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Guiding God, we pray for the worship leaders of this congregation: planners, musicians, readers, 
acolytes, altar guild and ushers. Bless us through their ministry and grant them the passion to continue 
in their service now and when we return to worship in person. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Steadfast God, we give thanks for all your saints, those we have loved and known and those from every 
time and place. Continue to guide us by their example and reassure us of your promised salvation. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 



 
Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 
 
PEACE (ELW p. 206) 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 
Let us pray.  Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to 
become one bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth into your 
kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever. 
Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame 
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
+Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest,  hosanna in the highest. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, you created a world in which all might be 
satisfied by your abundance.  
You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, and fed your people Israel with manna from 
heaven.  
You sent your Son to eat with sinners and to become food for the world. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, his life given for us and his rising from the grave, we await his coming again 
to share with us the everlasting feast. By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: 



strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want, and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your 
Son. Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, both now and forever.  Amen 
 
LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 208) 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The gifts of God for the people of God.  Come, all are welcome. 

COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you.  The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.  We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power 
of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love 
toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 

SENDING SONG Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing –ELW 545 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P_TmLNizkAg 
1 Lord, dismiss us with your blessing, 
fill our hearts with joy and peace; 
let us each, your love possessing, 
triumph in redeeming grace. 
Oh, refresh us; oh, refresh us, 
trav'ling through this wilderness. 

2 Thanks we give and adoration 
for your gospel's joyful sound. 
May the fruits of your salvation 
in our hearts and lives abound. 
Ever faithful, ever faithful 
to your truth may we be found. 

3 Savior, when your love shall call us 
from our struggling pilgrim way, 
let no fear of death appall us, 
glad your summons to obey. 
May we ever, may we ever 
reign with you in endless day. 

 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God. 
 

**There will be fellowship in the Zoom room after worship.  All are welcome!** 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. All Songs used by permission: 
OneLicense A-706738, CCLI License# 1419993 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Office Hours: Office hours are 9-3:30, Monday-Thursday.  Rose will be working in the church office Monday-

Wednesday and working from home on Thursdays and can be reached by phone at the church number or by email.  
Please send prayers, praise & announcements to office@christthegoodshep.org or with Heidi Dupuis. 

Please note: Rose will be off Monday, September 27-28, 2021 for Vacation 
 

St. Francis of Assisi Feast Day is October 4 
     Please send the names of your beloved pets (living or passed) to Vicar Sena 

at pastor@christthegoodshep.org or to the office. 
 
 

 

 

 
We are hosting a RED CROSS blood drive October 28, from 10-3:30. We have hosted 29 drives at 
our church collecting 643 units of blood! There are 14 donor slots available.  You can sign up by 
calling the Red Cross at 1-800-733-2767 or by clicking here: 
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=CGSLchurch 
 

IMPORTANT Packing for BACKPACK 
BUDDIES will BE MOVED to October 5, 2021 at 9:30am in 
the Church Basement, and then every other Tuesday until we 
resume in-person services.   

 

 

 

 

Outreach Meeting  
October 2 - 10AM   
Meeting ID: 823 2680 4809  
Passcode: 164756

 

Sunday Worship - 10 AM 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83761159516  or dial in to: 

(253)215-8782  -  
Meeting ID: 837 6115 9516.  

Please have your communion elements ready. 
*Prayer requests will be taken before the service starts, 
between 9:50 and 10:00, and through the chat in Zoom 

during worship.* 

Q4 Copies 
of Christ in 
our Home 

are 
available at 
the office. 

It is our goal to return to in-person worship on Reformation Sunday,  
October 31, 2021! 

We will be following Oregon Synod and Oregon Health Authority guidelines.  Mask 
wearing will be mandatory all times inside the building.  Sanctuary seating will be 
socially distanced, and we encourage socially distanced fellowship.   
Plans may change depending on circumstances. 
 



 

Reflection for September 26, 2021 

 

In Mark 9:38-50 the disciples—at least John—are upset because they saw somebody, not 
a disciple, “casting out demons” in Jesus’ name. Here John sounds strikingly similar to 
the Pharisees, who became upset when someone out of their control, Jesus, healed a 
person on the sabbath (Mark 3:1-6). A common tendency among religious leaders seems 
to be uneasiness with God acting in ways that are outside of the expected channels and 
outside of their control. 

Throughout Mark’s gospel we are reminded that God’s activity and power are not 
controlled by or limited to established religious institutions. This point is made clear in 
the opening verses of the gospel. Mark doesn’t begin the story of the “good news of 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God” (Mark 1:1) in Jerusalem, where one might expect the story 
of a holy person to start. Instead, the beginning of Mark’s gospel takes us to the 
wilderness, a place often associated with the absence of God’s presence. But it is 
precisely in the wilderness where we find John, proclaiming that “the kingdom of God has 
come near” (Mark 1:15). 

There was a sense in Jesus’ time that God could or would only be present in the temple, 
and that God’s activity was determined by the actions of the religious leaders. We have 
the same temptation today. We often think of what happens in the church building as 
God’s activity, but forget that God is also present and acting in the world outside the 
church. We often think of Christians doing God’s work, but neglect to notice the ways in 
which non-Christians are also active in doing things that help to bring God’s kingdom 
near. Jesus’ response to his disciple’s consternation about the fact that someone who is 
not a disciple is casting out demons in Jesus’ name is an important instruction to us as 
well. We shouldn’t stop someone who is doing God’s will and bringing God’s kingdom 
near, just because they aren’t a part of our group. In fact, we may even want to learn 
more about what they are doing, and join them! 

 

 

 


